
12/17/2021 1

The State of 
the Epidemic 
& The Faith 
Response

Inquiries to ulyssesburley@ubthecure.com
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World Without HIV
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HIV and COVID
• Risk of dying from COVID-19 among people 

with HIV was 2x that of the general 
population.

• 67% of people living with HIV in Sub-
Saharan Africa

• In July 2021, less than 3% of people in Africa 
had received at least one dose of a COVID-
19 vaccine. 

• HIV testing declined by 41%
• Referrals for diagnosis and treatment 

declined by 37%
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HIV in the U.S.
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Prevention research has not slowed

Alternatives for delivery of 
antiretrovirals as PrEP 

(and as treatment)

New biologic agents as 
PrEP (and treatment?)

Large studies ongoing of 
HIV vaccine candidates
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Stigmatization

JUSTICE World Without HIV
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Expanded Faith Initiative
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HVTN Faith Initiative Legacy
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Ulysses Burley, MD, MPH
Project Director, HVTN Faith Initiative
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• 8 Faith Ambassadors
• 56 Faith Consultants
• 2 administrative staff
• HIV & COVID-19 focused messages/education
• Ambassador faiths: Christian, Muslim, Baha’i, 

Buddism, and Native/Indigenous 
• Faith Reach: Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Sikhism, 

Hindu, Baha’i, Buddism

Initiative Summary
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Thank you!
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